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SMART-HOSE TECHNOLOGIES RECEIVES NEWEST PATENT
Smart-Hose Technologies, Inc. is extremely pleased to announce that on July 17, 2001, Smart-Hose Inc. received the official Letters Patent for U.S. Patent 6,260,569. This patent addresses further improvements, enhancements and developments of the technology that received Letters Patent for U.S. Patent 5, 357,998.

Smart-Hose is a safety technology that is built into a hose fitting and that is internal to a typical industrial hose that will shut off the flow of product transferred in both directions in the event of a hose coupling ejection, hose stretching to an unsafe condition, and hose separation minimizing the release of gas or liquid being transferred.  Smart-Hose is a transfer hose assembly that includes a hose with couplings on each end and a cable routed through the hose connecting a seating mechanism (plunger, wedge, or flapper) in each coupling.  The cable within the hose bore, that connects the shut off devices (valve plunger, wedges, or flapper), is coated and it acts as a compression spring providing a force in the direction of both ends of the hose, holding the seating mechanism open.  Should the force be eliminated due to coupling ejection, hose stretching, or hose separation, the shut off devices are released and seat, stopping flow in both directions. 

Three styles of Smart-Hose shut off devices, known as Lifeline I - III, are available for many hose applications including anhydrous ammonia transfer hose, LPG transfer hose, UHMW chemical transfer hose, metal hose, and Teflon RC chemical transfer hose. Lifeline I is used for most small hose applications, ¼ - inch to 1¼ - inch, while Lifeline III is used with most large hose diameters, 1½ - inch to 6 - inch.  The coupling for Lifeline I is constructed of monel, brass, and stainless 316 and the coupling for Lifeline III is constructed of stainless 316 for most applications.  
“For most of this century, engineers have worked at creating higher standards of safety. From the institution of check valves to bypass systems to excess flow valves, efforts have been advanced to enable highly dangerous piping systems to function in a safe manner. Now that similar safety features are available within hoses, we are pleased that they are being utilized to protect the consumer, the employee and the public at large and enable the user of our products to be more productive while providing this higher degree of safety,” said Andy Abrams, President and CEO, Smart-Hose Technologies. 

Smart-Hosetm Technologies Incorporated, licenses the use of certain applications of its intellectual property and develops new safety applications for fluid transfer systems and Smart-Hosetm Fluid Systems, the assembly division, that assembles a patented hose assembly and other fluid transfer systems. 

For additional information contact Tom Wise, Vice President, Smart-Hose Technologies-215-492-5300.







